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Thus, we can use criticism & censorship to predict:

Officials in trouble, likely to be replaced
Policies that generate dissent (& interest of leaders)
Government action outside the Internet
Dissidents to be arrested; peace treaties to sign; emerging scandals
Disagreements between central and local leaders
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Prevailing view of scholars, activists, journalists, social media
participants: 50c party argues with & debates against those who
criticize the government, its leaders, and their policies Wrong

Does not argue; does not engage on controversial issues

Distracts; redirects public attention from criticism and central issues
to cheerleading and positive discussions of valence issues
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The Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Operation

Who is posting?

Prevailing view:
ordinary citizens
getting paid 50c to
make each post
In fact: 99.3% of
posts made by >200
government offices
No evidence of 50c
(or any piecemeal)
payments; probably
part of their jobs

10/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries
Argumentative praise or criticism

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting
Cheerleading

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting
Cheerleading

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

into ordinary (59%)

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

into ordinary (59%) & exclusive (41%)

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

into ordinary (59%) & exclusive (41%)

→֒ Accounts that engage with Zhanggong weibo

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

into ordinary (59%) & exclusive (41%)

→֒ Accounts that engage with Zhanggong weibo
→֒ ≤ 10 followers

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

into ordinary (59%) & exclusive (41%)

→֒ Accounts that engage with Zhanggong weibo
→֒ ≤ 10 followers

4 Unleaked posts from Zhanggong exclusive 50c weibo accounts

11/19



Categories and Analyses of 50c Party Posts

Estimate distribution of posts across 5 categories (“readme,” Hopkins & King 2010)

Taunting of foreign countries (prevailing view)
Argumentative praise or criticism
Non-argumentative praise or suggestions
Factual reporting (our evidence)
Cheerleading

Separate analyses — from Zhanggong to China:
1 Leaked Zhanggong 50c posts: 43,797 posts
2 Leaked Zhanggong 50c weibo accounts: 167,971 posts
3 Partition accounts for extrapolation (using Bayesian falling rule lists)

into ordinary (59%) & exclusive (41%)

→֒ Accounts that engage with Zhanggong weibo
→֒ ≤ 10 followers

4 Unleaked posts from Zhanggong exclusive 50c weibo accounts
5 Unleaked posts from exclusive 50c weibo accounts across China

11/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

12/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

●

●

●

●

●0
.0

0
.2

0
.4

0
.6

0
.8

1
.0

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n

● Leaked e−mails, all sites

Argumentative Praise 

 or Criticism

Taunting of Foreign 

 Countries

Cheerleading

Factual 

 Reporting

Non−argumentative 

 Praise or Suggestions

12/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

●

●

●

●

●0
.0

0
.2

0
.4

0
.6

0
.8

1
.0

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n

● Leaked e−mails, all sites

Leaked accounts, Weibo

Argumentative Praise 

 or Criticism

Taunting of Foreign 

 Countries

Cheerleading

Factual 

 Reporting

Non−argumentative 

 Praise or Suggestions

12/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

●

●

●

●

●0
.0

0
.2

0
.4

0
.6

0
.8

1
.0

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n

● Leaked e−mails, all sites

Leaked accounts, Weibo

Leaked accounts, ordinary

Argumentative Praise 

 or Criticism

Taunting of Foreign 

 Countries

Cheerleading

Factual 

 Reporting

Non−argumentative 

 Praise or Suggestions

12/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

●

●

●

●

●0
.0

0
.2

0
.4

0
.6

0
.8

1
.0

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n

● Leaked e−mails, all sites

Leaked accounts, Weibo

Leaked accounts, ordinary

Leaked accounts, exclusive

Argumentative Praise 

 or Criticism

Taunting of Foreign 

 Countries

Cheerleading

Factual 

 Reporting

Non−argumentative 

 Praise or Suggestions

12/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

●

●

●

●

●0
.0

0
.2

0
.4

0
.6

0
.8

1
.0

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n

● Leaked e−mails, all sites

Leaked accounts, Weibo

Leaked accounts, ordinary

Leaked accounts, exclusive

Within county prediction, all posts

Argumentative Praise 

 or Criticism

Taunting of Foreign 

 Countries

Cheerleading

Factual 

 Reporting

Non−argumentative 

 Praise or Suggestions

12/19



Content of Leaked and Predicted 50c Party Posts

●

●

●

●

●0
.0

0
.2

0
.4

0
.6

0
.8

1
.0

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n

● Leaked e−mails, all sites

Leaked accounts, Weibo

Leaked accounts, ordinary

Leaked accounts, exclusive

Within county prediction, all posts

Out of county prediction

Argumentative Praise 

 or Criticism

Taunting of Foreign 

 Countries

Cheerleading

Factual 

 Reporting

Non−argumentative 

 Praise or Suggestions

12/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China:

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong:

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province:

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M

Number of 50c Posts in China:

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M

Number of 50c Posts in China: 448 M

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M

Number of 50c Posts in China: 448 M

53% on government sites (a noticable proportion of all)

13/19



Size of the 50c Party (in 2013)

Number of social media posts in China: >80.4 B

Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M

Number of 50c Posts in China: 448 M

53% on government sites (a noticable proportion of all)
47% on commercial sites (1 of every 178 posts)
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A clear measure of government intent.
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