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Prevailing view of scholars, activists, journalists, social media
participants: 50c party argues with & debates against those who
criticize the government, its leaders, and their policies Wrong

Does not argue; does not engage on controversial issues

Distracts; redirects public attention from criticism and central issues
to cheerleading and positive discussions of valence issues
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The Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Operation

Who is posting?

Prevailing view:
ordinary citizens
getting paid 50c to
make each post
In fact: 99.3% of
posts made by >200
government offices
No evidence of 50c
(or any piecemeal)
payments; probably
part of their jobs
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Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216

Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M

Number of 50c Posts in China: 448 M

53% on government sites (a noticable proportion of all)
47% on commercial sites (1 of every 178 posts)
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Results indicate: figures are accurate, the regime has a problem
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