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e Thus, we can use criticism & censorship to predict:
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Policies that generate dissent (& interest of leaders)
Government action outside the Internet
Dissidents to be arrested; peace treaties to sign; emerging scandals
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@ Does not argue; does not engage on controversial issues

o Distracts; redirects public attention from criticism and central issues
to cheerleading and positive discussions of valence issues
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Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216
Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M
Number of 50c Posts in China: 448 M

e 53% on government sites (a noticable proportion of all)
o 47% on commercial sites (1 of every 178 posts)
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@ Coordinated bursts, many for events with collective action potential

@ A clear measure of government intent.
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e Arguments never end arguments; but distraction does
o For future research:
o WHEN STUDIED AT SCALE, CHINESE GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
CONTROLS LEAVE BIG FOOTPRINTS.
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